THE  SCHOOL  0OUIiSSL0R«S  BSSP0MSIBILITIB8  10  IRS 
KnTALLT  RSTARDSD  STODSIITS  IM  WICHITA.  KAISA8 


tar 


4mU  ABTKDR  aAXSS 


B,  S. ,  Kaasu  Stat*  Unlym<titj,  1938 


k  IU9rSR*S  RSFORT 


•abnittcd  in  purtial  ftollflIlM«at  of  th« 


rttqttir«m«nts  of  tho  d^roo 


MASTSROr  SCI»C8 


OopartAMit  of  Bdttoatlon 


XAMSAS  STATS  UHIVSRSITI 
Manhattant  Kanaaa 


^6k 

kppromd  hjt 

r:"}.  Major  Prefaaaor 


111' V  Tiau  OF  ooirorrs 

ZSIBDDXX20H ..•• •••••  1 

STAtBCDR  or  THE  FaOBLSH ••••,..  1 

PBOCEDORBS     •   •  •  •  •  t/i|u* ^ 

DII1HX7I0S  OF  TIMS  • • 2 

LIMItAflDXS •  • •  •  .  • 3 

SUKVST  OF  LITSRAXURS     •  •  #  «  *  »  «.  • « •  •  •  3 

LZXI8ATUBS  OH  oiiaNOszs  AHD  pucwnr <» 

nHDIflSS • •••••*•«••••• 8 

SvaXuatixm  of  Oi«gnosl«    ••••••««»••••••••••••  0 

SvaluaUon  of  PI«e«Mnt    ••• ••••••••  11 

RSSP08SIBXLXTIIS  OF  XEB  COOKSXLOR  RBQABDIIO  HSSTALLT 

RETAfiDB)  SraDSHIS «•,««• 15 

thm  aXtmantary  CoaaMlOfT  •••»•*•••••••••••••••  16 

t\m  S^coikduy  Couxuwlor    •••••••••••*•••••••••  19 

SQMAXr  AX)  UOOnOOMZIiOIS  ...«•« ••*.•••••  21 

ACKNOULSDOSOMfS ••.*•• 21» 

BIHJOOBAPfiX «  «  • 25 


MTHDIWCTIDH 

Th«M  hM  bMoa  a  grcndi«  rveognitlon  of  th«  nMd  for  an  atioquato 
■cbool  pngrm  for  tho  odttoablo  MnUUjr  rotarctod  ehUdrm  in  Wiohita« 
Boforo  a  progm  oaa  bo  proporly  iaplanontod  thoro  is  a  nood  for  propor 
idontifloatlon  of  thoao  rogardod  aa  rotardad.    Oneo  thay  havo  boaa 
idantifiad  aa  Mntally  raiardad  tbagr  miat  bo  proporly  plaood  in  a  apooial 
claaa  idioro  a  apoolaliaad  ourrletaum  la  provldod.    Whan  tboao  atudKxta 
eoBploto  tholr  iidz4c  in  thia  apooial  progran  aonaono  muat  aaanao  tho 
roaponaibility  of  hoping  than  obtain  gainful  aKploTnoot,    Tbo  objootiTO, 
of  making  than  vortfaiihilo  and  happy  oitiiana,  oan  bo  ftaflUod  only  by 
proper  idaatificationt  proparation»  and  plaoonont  of  tho  rotardod  atudMst, 

Kisman:  of  ths  pbdelbm 

Tho  purpoaoa  of  thia  atudy  warot  (1)  To  ovaloato  tho  aaaoasMnt  and 
diagnoatio  progrm  for  idantifyii«  nontally  rotardod  atndanta  in  Wiohitat 
(2)  To  oralnato  tho  praaont  progrn  for  plaooMut  of  thoao  rotardad  atudanta 
both  in  tho  apooial  odaeatim  of  tho  aehool  and  on  tho  jobi  (3)  To  dotoxaino 
tho  oottnaolor*a  roaponaibiUtioa  in  tho  aroaa  of  idontifioation  and  plaeo* 
Bont* 

PR0CSDDHI8 

Currant  polioioa  and  praotiooa  of  tho  Wiohita  PubLie  Schoola  noro 
dotominod  through  intorviowa  with  adniniatratora  in  tho  dopartoonta  of 
apooial  adueation  and  guidaneo.  Tho  lnfox«ation  roeoii«d  vaa  oraluatad 
by  oonparing  it  with  proooduroa  roooomondod  by  rooogniaod  autboritioa 
and  apadaliata  in  tho  fiold  of  awntal  rotardation  and  apooial  adueation. 


Tron  this  oanp«ri0on  •()■•  soggestiont  «•»  Bade  in  an  att«Bpt  to  iaiMroTa 
and  upgrada  tha  prograa  of  idantlfioatlon  and  plaoasant  of  tfaa  mantaUj 
ratardad  atodant.  In  ordar  to  ij>plam«it  thaaa  aaggaatlona  racowandationa 
emieaming  tha  raaponaibllitiaa  of  tha  aobool  oounaalor  to  tha  ^pacial 
adueatlon  program  hava  baan  mada. 

OSnilTIDM  OP  TSRHS 

Olagnoala,  In  thla  papar  tha  tana  diagnoaia  rafara  to  tha  attaspt 
of  Idantifying  and  anluatlng  tha  Imrtl  of  tha  individuals  aooial,  mratal, 
and  phyaioal  ooapatanoiaa. 

PlaoaMDt,  Two  uaaa  of  thla  tan  ara  diffarantiatad*  Pirat,  tha 
word  plaoanant  a^iliaa  to  tha  indiyidiialfa  plaoanant  in  a  apaoialiiad  olaaa 
for  aantally  ratardad  within  tha  adueatiooal  qratan,  SaoondXy*  it  mpfHi^B 
to  tha  Individual*  a  plaoamant  in  an  oooupatlcmal  aatting  froa  tha  olaaa- 
roon  to  a  full  tina  job  and  all  tha  Intamadlata  atapa  tharain. 

Bducabla  Mmtally  Ratardad*  An  IndlTidual  olaaalfiad  aa  ratardad  yat 
poaaaaaing  aafflolant  Intalligmoa  to  oara  for  hiaaalf  and  fbr  all  iatant 
and  imrpoaa  oapabla  of  living  idwUy  or  partially  indapandantly,  I.  Q« 
ranga  la  approxinataly  50-75. 

Batardad.  In  thla  papar  whanavar  tha  word  ratardad  appaara  it  la 
praaantad  aa  a  ahort«Md  fom  of  adueabla  aantally  ratardad* 

Coonaalor.  A  paraon  qualiflad  to  work  with  and  oounaal  atudmta  in 
tha  araa  of  aduoatlon  a»l  Ita  aooonpanjiiHE  pzoblana,  aa  wall  aa  wild  in- 
dividual and  paraonal  inroblama. 


for  apaolfio  raquinnenta  and  raaponaibllitiaa  rafar  tot  Cartlflcata 
Handbook  -  Stata  o|  Kaaaaa.  Stata  Saparintandant  of  PuULle  Inatruetion. 
Stata  Printar,  1965. 


Mm»o1  Pqro)u>loci«t»  A  p«raon  qualified  to  work  vith  studrnts  in 
th«  area  of  oducation  idu»  oocBtlngl/  haTo  atyploal  oharaotoriatios  and 
■or*  aorloua  poraonal  problama. 

LIMITATIDHS 

This  papor  ia  lixitod  to  and  pwtalna  only  to  tho  Wichita  Pnblie 
Sehoela,  tho  oounaoling  program,  and  tho  apoeial  aduoation  progrmi  for 
rotardad  ohildron  tharain,  up  to  tha  tlna  of  thia  «ritix«« 

S08VIT  OP  LirSBATURB 

It  ia  quit*  apparant  firan  tha  raadinga  that  thara  ia  a  naad  fbr 
oonaidarabia  work  in  tha  araa  of  nantal  ratardation  within  tha  puhlie 
aohoola. 

Corrantly  thara  vm  only  ^bout  250*000  of  tha  nation«a  ona  and  ona. 
fourth  million  aohool-aga  rotardad  children  anrollad  in  apeeial  aduoation 
programs  in  public  aohoola.  Qiagnoatie  and  mCLttatiTa  aarrioaa  and  faoil. 
itioa  fbr  idantifioation  ara  aoaroa. 

"Counaaling  prograna  in  tha  aohoola  must  ba  axtandad  and  atrangthanadt 
far  too  froquantly  young  paopla  irho  ara  ratardad  oomplata  tha  apaoial 
aduoation  program  of  tha  puhlio  aohoola  only  to  ba  loat  to  Tocational 
training  opportunitiaa.*^ 


for  apacifio  raquirananta  and  raaponaibUitiaa  T9t»r  toi  Cartifieata 
"ffn^ft99K  *  State  o|  Kanaaa.  State  Superintendent  of  PubLie  Inatruction. 
StaU  Printer,  1963, 


i        ■;  V  u  I 


]"Preaidant«a  Panel  on  Mental  aetardetion  Relating  to  Sduoation, 
^^^^^'SS^Sr*^'''  ""^  Training,-  3822^58!^  Qhilirmi.  May,  1963, 


The  Pr««id«at(8  Paa*I  on  Mental  Retardation  polixted  out  that  aore  than 
75*000  of  the  retarded  youth  «ho  leave  eohool  eaoh  Tear  have  a  potential 
for  8elf«8iq>port«  It  wae  reeonumded  that  if  the  produotlTe  c^paoitiea 
of  the  nation*  a  mentally  retarded  are  to  be  uaed  and  preaerved  there  smat 
be  vooatlonal  evaluation^  oeunaellng»  and  job  plaeeMot  all  in  coordination 
vith  the  «atlre  aohool  prograa.  It  waa  alao  reooMMnded  that  eounaellng 
aervioea  for  pamta  be  aade  available  to  provide  th«i  vith  an  adequate 
underatandlng  of  the  «mplo]r«ent  potentiala  of  their  ohlldran.^ 

LITERATURE  OH  niAaiiOSIS  AMD  PLACEHBIT 

There  haa  been  a  great  deal  of  expreaeed  ooneem,  both  apokan  aad 
written,  regarding  the  prevalence  of  retarded  atudenta  in  our  ooBBBunitiee 
and  our  failure  to  provide  adequately  for  thea. 

Much  of  the  difficulty  haa  been  in  proper  diagnoaia  aad  evaluation 
and  then  knowing  where  to  pl&oe  them,  A  mall  portion  of  the  atudiea  and 
work  being  done  in  thla  area  will  be  preaented  to  ahow  what  thoae  worklj« 
in  the  field  of  aental  retardation  generally  believe  and  agree  upon* 

The  extme  oaeea  of  retardation,  t)»ae  generally  falling  below  an 
!•  0*  of  50,  are  not  too  dlffloult  to  identify.  Hoiiwer,  there  la  extnme 
difficulty  in  dlagnoaing  and  properly  ldentlfyii«  thoae  called  educable 
retarctod  with  an  I.  Q.  falling  approximately  between  50.70, 

UtttUt  liata  6  general  areaa  that  ahould  be  Inveetlgated  if  a  *< 
plete  diagnoaia"  of  the  Indlvldaal  la  to  be  effected,  Theae  ax«aa  am 
(1)  paychonatric  exaalnation,  (2)  edueatlmaal  ezaninatifm,  (3)  aoolal 


hittory,  (U)  davalopHmtal  hirtory,  (5)  f«»ily  history*  tad  (6)  physical 
•y«Hl  nation* -^ 

Most  of  tho  wrltors  wuld  agroo  that  In  the  aroa  of  p«yohoa«irlof 
thoro  riMuld  bo  at  loast  on*  verbal  and  one  nonverbal  perforaanee  teet 
and  these  ahould  be  Sttpplenented  by  a  variety  of  tests  idMiever  possible. 
A  messure  of  social  eonpetenoe  and  development  ahould  be  ineloded*  In- 
fomation  resolting  flron  a  aooial  history  does  not  give  cause  or  diagnosis, 
rather  it  often  supports  Miterial  already  acquired* 

Because  of  the  fact  that  many  tines  students  are  Improperly  placed 

for  one  reeaon  or  another*  Burtts  point  of  view  is  reviewed. 

The  diagnosis,  it  idll  be  seen,  rests  on  a  csref\a  evaluation 
of  data  from  half  a  do ten  source s..environRental,  genealogical,  de- 
velopmental, physical,  psychological,  and  social.  Throughout,  the 
main  points  to  be  established  are  tihether  the  patient  displays  such 
inefficimey  in  his  daily  adjustments  as  to  rntider  him  a  case  for 
adalnistrative  action,  and,  if  so,  vhether  the  inefficiency  is  due, 
not  directly  to  physical  or  environmental  handicaps,  but  to  an  in- 
complete development  of  mind.^ 

When  a  diagnosis  oonoemix«  retardation  is  requested  it  is  veil  to 
keep  in  mind  some  of  Richey^s  thoughts.  A  person  suspected  of  beii«  re- 
tarded, it  has  been  proven,  will  cone  closer  to  his  actual  level  of  work  if 
the  tests  are  aiteinistered  in  a  much  more  personal  atmosphere.  With  this 
type  of  individual  it  is  advantageous  to  compliment  and  evm  reward  the 
student.  It  may  even  be  desirable  to  have  the  parent  participate  in  the 
testing  situation.  While  administering  the  tests  it  is  better  to  work 


3c.  M.  Lottttit,  Clinical  Psychology  £|  Bxceptional  ChUdren.  p.  97. 
'^Sir  Cyrtl  Burt,  2|je  Su^jp»>^  Mind,  p.  8?. 
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for  upfMr  llaits  of  wrk  rathor  than  an  oxaet  basal.  ^ 

OT»r  and  aboTo  apooific  toata  ohoaan  for  apaoial  purpoaoa,  it 
la  daalrabla  to  adadnlatar  on*  non>0.ar«uag«  tost  to  arary  aaapactad 
retardate.  Baoaaao  of  thalr  auperior  atandardliation*  It  la  daairabla 
to  administer  the  Stanford  BiiMt  or  the  Weohaler  W.I.S.C.  in  addition 
to  any  other  toata  uaed.^ 

To  thia  point  aoat  of  the  material  haa  preaented  a  prooedura  of 

diagnoaia  reirolTing  around  teat  aooraa  and  other  controlled  aoureea.  Doll 

emph&aiaea  the  need  for  obaervation  vfaioh  ean  ahov  aone  oontinuity  in  the 

atudent%  behavior. 

An  eralaation  of  auapeotod  mental  retardation  raqoiraa  a  omiaid* 
oration  of  maoh  more  than  degree  of  inteUigmoe.  It  requirea.  in 
the  first  inatanoe*  arvidenoe  of  social  inadaquaoy  or  inoompetenooi  aa 
wall  aa  intelleotual  inadequacy.  It  requirea  further,  that  the  social 
inoompetwMies  should  be  a  oonsequence  of  the  mental  inoonpetence. 
Still  farther,  it  requirea  that  the  overall  retardation  be  develop- 
mental vithin  the  period  of  nomal  child  groiith~.tliat  ia,  within  the 
aohool  yaar8.7 

Closely  related  to  the  plaoamont  of  retarded  atudenta  ia  their  proper 
olaasifioation  which  reaulta  from  the  evaluation  and  diagnoais.  Bardon  and 
Alprla  inelnde  In  their  writinga  the  need  for  a  thorough  phyaioai  examina- 
tion, a  comprehensive  battery  of  tests,  interviews  with  various  persons 
having  pertinent  information  about  the  child,  and  the  gatheriz«  of  histori- 
oal  and  anecdotal  data  aa  easentiai  elaamta  of  the  classification  system.® 

The  dilsnaa  of  idiether  or  not  a  student  idiottld  profit  from  id.ac«ment 


^(arjorie  H.  Richey,  "Payohological  Proceduraa  in  the  Diagnoaia  of 
Mental  Retardation,"  garoeptional  Childreq.  September,  i960,  27i6. 

7sdgar  A.  DoU,  "The  Mentally  Retarded,*  Sxe^ot^^]^  Children.  Kayt 

®Jack  I.  Bardon  and  Stanley  I,  Alprln,  "The  Sducational  Classification 
of  Mentally  Betardod  Children,"  Saccetational  Children.  January,  196I,  27i236. 


lA  a  spaoial  oIms  fiMquwatly  oonfronts  oounMlors,  psyohologistB,  and 
sohooX  adteiiaistrAtors* 

Xh«  dllwBA  MwiB  to  twlv*  prlaarily  ftoa  probLana  ralatad  toi 
(1)  vilidity  of  diagaoaia  and  aTaluation,  (2)  aliglblllty  of  a  aubnoxnaL 
atudant  for  apaoial  olaas  plao«u«t,  and  (3)  tha  diffaranca  batwam  fune. 
tloatl  and  actual  ratanlatlon  fmd  othaf  poaaibla  oaaaaa  for  apparmt  or 
auepactad  ratardation.^  .  _,  ., 

With  ragard  to  point  numbar  ona  thara  ia  auffleiant  arldanea  to  atata 
that  tha  Talldity  of  tha  taat  balng  usad  ia  oloaaly  ralatad  to  tha  libility 
of  tha  ona  atteiniataring  tha  taat  and  hia  judgcnant  in  propar  aaloction  of 
that  taat  baat  auitad  for  tha  individual.  Sacondly*  aa  mangr  vritara  hata 
pointad  out,  ratardation  fron  an  intallaotaal  point  of  Tiaw  ia  not  auf. 
fieiant  to  raquaat  apaeial  olaaa  plaomant.  Thirdly,  and  poaaitoly  tha  aoat 
difficult  of  all,  ia  tha  all«inatlon  of  thoaa  from  tha  claaa  of  aantallj 
ratardad  nho  ara,  for  laok  of  a  battar  tam^'paaudo-rataixlad.*  That  ia, 
thay  appaar  ratardad  mantally  aa  tha  raault  of  cultural  daprivation,  adu. 
catlonal  ratardation  (InabiUty  to  raad),  aootional  diaturbanca,  or  ftoo. 
tional  ratardation  (brain  dnaga). 

Bran  though  all  of  tha  9bor»  aantionad  naad  apaoial  olaaa  plaoanant 
thay  ahottld  not  ba  plaoad  in  a  olaaa  for  tha  nantally  ratardad  for  thay 
do  not  hava  alsllar  problaBa. 


^Ivan  Z.  fialovinaky,  "Spaoial  ChUd  or  Ratardad  Child?  Som  Pntalwa 
1963,^60?1li^"'  Plaoamant,-  Jist  IClMtt  School  Bulletin.  HoTanbar, 
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SvaloAticm  of  DUgnoais 

At  thtt  tla*  of  tM.8  vritlz«  tbo  WiehitA  PubUc  Schools  did  havo  a 
•pocifUd  prooodura  for  introdaolng  atudanta  to  tha  apoolal  aducatlon 
progrmu 

A  raoewundAtion  la  aabnlttad  to  tha  apaelal  adaeatloa  offioa  for  a 
atudant  to  b«  ateittod  to  tha  apaoial  aduoatlon  program*  Tha  principal 
of  tha  school  oakixig  tha  racoenaadation  Inoludea  an  adainiatrativa  raport 
(attandanoot  truancy,  and  oonduot)  and  a  raport  fxoa  the  school  counselor 
vhioh  includes  a  teat  score  for  tha  Stanford-Binet  Intelligence  Test, 
FbUoving  the  score  there  is,  senetlnes,  a  brief  reauae  of  the  results  and 
ooneluaiona  drawn  fron  the  teat  data.  Prior  to  the  principal 'a  raeaaaaada* 
tion  or  action,  a  teacher  or  teaohara  usually  nake  reoooBaendationa  to  the 
principal  baaed  on  the  reaulta  of  low  aehool  mxk  or  aoeial  and/or  amo* 
tienal  problana  in  the  claaaroon*  Standard  infomation  concerning  the 
faadly  ia  alao  aTailatala  (address,  parwits,  parenta*  ocoupation,  at  cetera). 

More  tijwa  than  not  the  ^peoial  education  departaent  nuat  make  a 
deeiaion  vith  no  more  InfoxnAtlim  than  this  aa  to  idiether  or  not  admit, 
tance  to  special  eduoation  ia  deairable. 

Thia  ia  not  to  aay  that  this  was  all  th«t  ma  aaked  for  in  the  way  of 
guiding  infozmatiozu  Hovevar,  in  many  oaaea  additional  infomation  wu 
juat  not  available  and  ae  apparent  way  of  obtaining  it* 

Thia  type  of  atudant  aasesauent  and  diagxkoaia  leaTea  many  question* 
able  gape  in  understanding  and  kno«lz«  the  owhole"  child*  In  maqy  in* 
stances  one  intelligence  test  score  is  the  deciding  factor  which  in  itself 


la  «  major  fallacy  In  aaaaamant.  Challaoging  auck  a  aathod  Rothstala 

atataa,  "Tha  Mphaaia  on  tha  oar*  oaa  of  I.  Q«  and/or  M.  A.  in  tha  diag- 

noaia  of  tha  aantally  ratardad  la  aarloualy  quaatlonad,  aapaolally  bacauaa 

of  tha  wlda  rarlatlmi  nong  aueh  IndlTlduala  and  within  aaoh  indlvldttal,*^^ 

Xhara  la  a  fairly  wldaapraad  agraamant  that  ohUdran  vlth  aantal 

ratardatlon  ahovdd  not  ba  araluatad  only  on  tha  baala  of  Infomatlon  da- 

rlvad  fron  an  Intalliganca  taat,  Rathar,  the  child  and  hla  fwlLy  amat  ba 

atodlad  fron  many  point  a  of  Tlaw,  In  addition  to  payohomatrle  taatlz^.. 

aoolal,  payohlatrlo,  and  health. 

Thla  Idea  cannot  ba  anj^aaliad  too  atroogly  for  a  number  of 
raaaonat  (1)  Tha  child  may  haya  a  aenaory  loaa  vhloh,  unlaaa  It 
la  carafolly  eTaluated,  may  lead  to  an  arronaoua  dlagnoala  of  mental 
retardation  or  of  the  degree  of  mental  retardatlonj  (2)  The  child 
may  hava  a  aoclal  or  emotional  problem  vhloh  almilarly  may  be  a 
factor  In  leading  to  an  erroneoua  eonoluaion;  (3)  The  child  may 
have  an  aaaoolated  phyalcal  handicap  or  health  problem  which  ahould 
be  studied,  and  a  plan  of  recommended  treatment  madet  (4)  Some 
children  vlth  mental  retardation  may  hava  had  an  aaaoclated  con* 
genital  malformation,  aa  In  the  oaae  of  mental  retardation  reaultlag 
tron  Oaiman  meaalea  In  tha  flrat  trlmeaUr  of  the  mothera  pregnancy. 
It  la  for  thia  reaaon  that  each  child  auapeeted  of  mental  retaxxlatlon 
ahould  be  aeen  and  peraonally  eTaluated  by  a  team  of  profeaaional 
personnel  repreaentlng  a  number  of  dlaolplinea.  ^' 

Whan  a  complete  underatandlng  of  the  Individual  la  needed  a  criteria 

of  apeolflc  Itema  ahould  be  oonaldered  in  arriving  at  a  complete  dlagnoala 

of  mental  retardation.  Such  a  list  might  includei  (1)  anatc»alcal  and 

phyalologlcal  eonaideratlonai  (2)  Intellectual  meaaoraai  (3)  educational 

conalderatlonai  (4)  aoclal  characterlatioaj  (5)  «M>tlonal  reactlonai 


^Ojerame  H.  aothatein.  Mental  Retardation,  p.  70. 

11  Helen  M.  WaUaoe,  "School  Servlcea  for  Mentally  itotax^lad  ChUdren 
in  Wban  Areaa."  MfffAofB  ^SSSnS^  2l  «wtal  Peflcieney.  Januaiy,  I960, 
o4io79. 
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(6)  t«Bip«ran«ixtal  ooasid«ratloiui,^^ 

If  saoh  orit«ria  tun  tt««d  in  th«  atmsmtntt  iffa«a  pall«d  toc*th«rt 
should  giT»  infonaatipn  about  th«  •xtmtt  of  tha  dofLoit.  infomation 
ralatim  to  tho  qualitati'va  aapeota  of  tha  dafiolt  and  its  aBotlenal 
eooaaquanoaa,  and  tha  raaaona  for  tha  maotal  ratardatloiu 

It  la  yrj  poaaibla  that  ona  of  tha  moat  otaxvCLookad  Itwia  in  making 
•  diagnoaia  la  tha  Infomation  fron  an  up-to-data  phyaloal  axanlnatlon* 
Aeoor'ding  to  Ballarc  *Raoorda  aboold  alvaya  inolttds  tha  currant  flndinga 
of  a  phjraioal  axMdnation."^^ 

Tha  two  laoat  widaly  uaad  approaehaa  to  aaaaaamant  and  diagnoala  of 
aantal  ratardation  ara  tha  oomprahanaiTa  ellnie  and  tha  publie  aehool  o9l»% 
confaraooa.     "For  tha  larga  najorlty  of  ohlldran  idio  ara  of  puhLic  aehool 
aga  and  who  ara  net  too  aavaraly  ratardad*  tha  uaa  of  tha  aohool  guidaneat 
haalth,  and  pqrohologloal  aarrioaa  will  auffloa.*^^ 

Thinking  baok  to  idiat  vaa  mada  availabla  to  tha  Spaoial  Sdoeation 
Of  flee  oonoamlng  infomation  on  a  child  and  conaidaring  irtiat  ia  aaggaatad 
and  raoonandad  in  tha  litaratura  laavaa  a  fairiLy  eiaar  piotura  of  what  ia 
naadad  in  Wichita  tor  a  eonplata  and  eco^atant  aaaaaammt  of  ohlldran  n» 
farrtd  to  tha  Spaoial  Education  Of  flea. 

It  ia  not  tha  writara  objaotiva  to  oondann  tha  progrw  of  diagnoala, 
but  rathar  to  auggaat  waya  and  maana  for  upgrading  and  laproring  tha  pro« 
gram  in  ordar  that  tha  objaetiiraa  of  ^MCial  acbioation  can  ba  earriad  out. 


1%ax  U  Htttt  and  Robart  Olbby,  J^  Mantally  Ratardad  Chi^d.  p.  28. 
^3s.  Kuno  Ballar,  SilaisA  fafiSfiStt.  P-  93. 
I^Jaroma  H.  Hothataln.  ft^til  a»tardatlon,  p.  22. 
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It  thonald  farther  b«  poinUd  out,  that  one*  a  ohlld  is  adtittad  to  a 
apaeial  eduoatlon  room  all  tb»  data  partlnant  to  hla  plaoamant  should  bo 
nada  availabia  to  tboso  voz^dng  with  bin* 

Bralnatlon  of  FLaovaant 

Tha  saoond  phasa  of  this  papor  has  to  do  vith  the  program  of  placa* 
aaat  for  mmitally  ratardad  stadents* 

It  mat  ba  pointod  out  that  thara  ara  two  distiaet  araaa  of  plaoaBaat* 
Tha  firat  ia  plaoan«it  within  tba  achool  and  tha  saoond  is  plaoanant  on 
tha  Job. 

Onoa  a  paraen  haa  baan  properly  and  ooapatantly  aaaassad  and  found  to 
ba  truly  nantally  ratardad,  imadiata  plana  should  ba  mada  to  plaoa  hin 
la  a  spaoial  aducation  prosran« 

Tha  apaoial  aduoation  program  in  Wiohita  did  not  hava  a  apaoifio  our- 
rioulum  through  idiieh  tha  atudant  ouat  paaa,  rathar  it  built  a  ourrieulan 
for  aaeh  studant,  to  aaat  that  atudantfs  naada,  i^roa  tha  gmaral  ourriouloa. 

In  alaoat  avary  easa  aehoel  plaoanant  viU  oooar  at  tha  alaaantary 
laval*  It  might  ba  vail  to  ra->aai>ha8iaa  tha  fast  that  diagnosis  and  aa» 
sasaaant  ara  vary  oloaaly  ralatad  to  a  proper  aohool  placvaant* 

Special  edaoation  rooma  were  found  in  15  of  the  i^vaentary  aohools  in 
Wiohita,  oaploying  23  speoisl  edueation  teaohara.  If  a  ohild  vaa  reoom- 
maodad  for  a  apeeial  room  and  there  vaa  not  one  in  hia  8ohool»  pezmiaaima 
vaa  granted  fbr  him  to  enrall  in  a  aohool  in  another  diatriot  having  tha 
naceaaaxy  faoHitiaa, 

Many  people  maintained  the  miataken  idea  that  plaoment  in  a  apeeial 
edueation  room  vaa  for  remedial  vork  and  mould  arentually  lead  the  stadant 
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bMk  into  at  regular  aohool  program,  this  vaa  not  th«  oaMi  One*  •  atudwit 
has  d«rii3it«lor  b««a  diagnoMd  as  amtalljr  rttardad  h«  ahouXd  rvtaln  In  tha 
•paeial  aifaieatlon  pn^raa  providad  for  hia  throughout  his  aohool  oaraar. 

At  tha  tlaia  of  thia  «ritlx«  a  aantally  ratardad  atadant  apant  6  yaar* 
in  tha  apaoial  aduoation  roon  at  tha  alaaantazy  laTali  3  jraara  at  laval  Z 
(prJAaxy),  and  3  yaara  at  laval  II  (intamadiata).  Fbllowing  tha  sixth 
yaar  tha  atudanta  vara  uaualljr  pasaad  on  to  laval  III  (junior  high)  to 
•tiQr  with  thair  ehronologioal  aga  paara« 

Whila  in  tha  Junior  high,  tha  atudanta  for  a<telniatraUva  raaaons, 
ara  aanj  tlnaa  diaaiaaad  fron  tha  apaoial  reon  and  plaoad  baok  in  rsgular 
olaaaaa  to  aaka  roon  for  naw  anroUaaa  that  ara  plaoad  In  tha  apaoial 
aduoation  roan.  This  usuaUy  takaa  plaea  fbUowing  tha  aaoond  jaar  in 
tha  junior  high  spaeial  rooa.  In  aona  of  tha  junior  high  acfaools  conditiona 
ara  suoh  that  it  ia  not  alvajra  naoaaaarj  to  orovd  tha  oldar  atudanta  out  of 
tha  apaoial  rooa* 

Onea  thay  hava  baan  plaoad  baok  in  tha  ragular  eurrioulua  in  tha  junior 
hlgl)  aohool  or  folloidng  thair  third  jaar  in  tha  junior  high,  aantally  ra- 
tardad atudanta  ara  for  tha  aoat  part  laft  to  go  thair  om  way* 

If  aohool  pUeaaaat  ia  golj«  to  ba  ooaplata  it  aaat  not  only  ratain 
tha  studant  through  junior  high  but  mat  provida  hla  with  a  apaoial  pxogrw 
through  at  laaat  3  yaara  of  high  aohool  (laval  IV), 

Tha  program  of  plaevant  at  tha  aanior  high  laval  should  carry  ovar 
into  a  pra-vooational  pregras  and  part*tina  «Hplo]fKant  and  avantually  fUX- 
tima  anplojaant* 

Aooording  to  ^rdan,  *Tha  aohool  haa  bsgun  to  raaliia  that  it  ia  not 
only  raaponaiU.a  for  tha  aeadnie  phaaa  of  tha  oouraa  of  atudy  but  alao  fbr 
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th«  Individual**  personal «  social*  and  ooeupational  growth,  darslopmost, 
and  adjuataant."^^ 

Tha  biggast  problama  that  axistad  in  Wichita  at  tha  tliia  of  thia 
writing  wara  tha  ahortaga  of  faoilitiaa  and  taachars  and  tha  non-axist«aea 
of  a  apaoial  progras  at  laval  IV  (amior  high).  Not  until  thaaa  2  problaia 
ara  aolvad  will  tha  school  placamant  progran  ba  sueoaaafUl  in  ita  «idaaiiors« 

Just  aa  tha  achool  placamant  muat  ba  individualiMd  ao  muat  tha  Job 
placamant.  Aa  waa  prarioualy  nantionad,  at  tha  tlma  of  thia  writing  thara 
waa  not  a  apacial  education  prognai  at  tha  aanior  high  achool  a.  Without 
a  Irval  lY  program  job  placamant  in  conjunction  with  apacial  education  ia 
practically  an  Impoaaibility,  Once  the  atudenta  had  been  in  junior  high 
for  3  Taara  they  ware  either  paaaed  on  to  the  high  achool  to  become  drop- 
out a  or  they  neyer  enrolled  in  high  achool.  particularly  thoae  orar  age 
16.  At  the  juzaior  high  there  waa  no  provialon  for  job  placement  or  follow- 
up  for  the  mentally  retarded  atitdant.  Thia  waa  due  to  ahortaga  of  teachera 
and  legal  antanglamenta. 

An  important  obaarvation  made  by  Rothatein  waa  aa  followat 

A  aecondary  achool  prnsram  for  the  eduoable  mentally  retarded 
iriiould  include  a  core  of  ooooBon  learning  a  that  are  directly  related 
to  occupational  adjuatment.  Serrieea  muat  include  guidance  •  pra- 
Tocational  teating,  and  try  out  perioda  in  achool  aaqploratory  work 
projecta,  achool  %x>rk  plana,  aeleoti-re  job  placement,  and  aome  degree 
of  Buperyii^on  in  the  early  i^aaa  of  amploTmmt.  1^ 

Dinger  ooncludea  from  hia  atudy  that  there  ia  an  imperaUve  need  for 


15Hartin  Syd«i,  •Preparation  for  Wbrki  An  Aapect  of  the  Secondary 
Sehoola  Curriculum  for  Mentally  Retarded  Youth,*  Exceptional  Child. 
Pebwaiy,  1962,  281325.  as-SESdaaai -Stt-. 

I^Jerome  H,  Itothsteijtt,  Haoial  ItotardatJon.  p,  286, 


IM.    '*   /...■■■ 
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•aeo«Btfta  ooeupatlonal  training  and  plteencnt  i^oh  is  prlnairlly  the  v» 
•ponsibility  of  th«  »ohool.^^ 

If  job  plao«i«nt  is  to  bo  snooossfol  thon  all  of  tho  difformt  lorols 
of  spooial  odacation  vast  cooporste.  Ssrly  in  thoir  odaoation  mantally 
rotardod  studonts  must  doTolop  attitudos  and  idoas  iddoh  aro  in  koopii^ 
vith  poraonal  attribatos  vhioh  vill  load  to  anploTability.  Mantally  ro- 
tardod studmta  must  booomo  awaro  of  and  undorstand  thoir  llnitations. 
Propor  work  habits  must  bo  dotolopod.  IndiTidnal  skills  and  abilities 
alroadjr  prosont  must  be  capitaliiod  on«  Vhat  is  slnply  being  said  is  that 
placement  oannot  result  from  one  year  of  preparation. 

Proper  job  plaeenrnt  for  the  mentally  retarded  studmt  should  follow 
yarious  vork  experienees  at  sohool  or  durix^  school  tine  under  olose  oo« 
ordination  of  sohool  olaas  work  and  part  tine  smployBent  following  class 
work.  Even  after  the  student  is  working  foil  tine  there  should  be  some 
follow-up  contaot  by  the  school*    , 

If  such  a  progran  for  mmtally  retarded  students  is  to  exist  in 
Wiohita  Public  Schools,  who  is  goii«  to  nake  it  fonotional  and  suocessfolY 
It  is  quite  clear  that  no  one  person  can  do  suoh  a  job.  Howevert  a  tean 
•f  oonpetently  qualified  persons  could  do  the  job. 

This  tean  should  include  such  sohool  personnel  as  the  sohool  nurse, 
the  principal,  the  special  education  teaoher,  the  school  counselor,  and 
the  sohool  psyoholosist*  This  does  not  mean  to  imply  that  other  elassxoon 
teachers  and  sohool  personnel  will  not  haye  a  part  to  play.  Rather  the 
servioes  of  tl»  above  mentioned  will  be  oalled  upon  regularly  to  provide 


^^^J*ek  Dinger,  "Foraer  Bducable  Ttetarded  PupUe,"  teoeptional  Child. 
March,  1961,  27135.  ~  ..^aa- 
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a  good  speelal  odacatlon  program* 

tha  jM^r  at  hand  is  ooneamad  prlataril^  with  tha  dutiaa  and  raapon* 
albilitiaa  of  tvo  sunbara  of  thia  taan,  Thay  ara  tha  Mhool  eounaalor 
and  achool  p^jrobologlat. 

Tha  raaaon  for  thla  eonoezn  la  1^  altuation  idiioh  aadatad  in  tha 
Wiohita  School  l^atam  at  tha  tina  thia  papar  waa  vrittan* 

Viohita  WW  not  hiring  aohool  p^yohologiat  per  ao,   rathar  thoy  wara 
urging  tha  achool  coonaalora  to  aaat  tha  academic  raquirenenta  of  a 
aohool  pQfohologiat.  Tha  director  of  guidance  aervicea  in  Wiohita  ax. 
plained  that  orar  tha  j9»m  tha  aohool  paraozuel  known  as  eounaelora  had 
developed  excellent  rapport  ifith  atadenta,  parents,  and  other  achool 
peraonnel.  It  waa  felt  that  the  nav  title  of  achool  psychologist  aa 
oppoaed  to  counselor  would  have  a  deterioratix^  effect  on  thia  ralation- 
ahip  that  already  axiated. 

Therefore  when  talking  about  the  eounaalor*  a  reaponaibilitiaa  to 
special  education  in  Wichita  we  are  conoenied  with  a  "dual  role",  that 
aa  both  a  achool  counaolor  and  a  school  psyehologiat* 

RSSPOMSIBILITIKS  OF  TBB  OOUHSBLOR  RBSAROIia 
MSNTALLI  BBIABDED  STUDBiTS 

The  following  is  presented  aa  a  neana  of  aupporting  tha  neoeaaaxy 

premise  that  a  counselor  does  have  responsibilities  in  working  with 
mentally  ratanted  studantat 

We  no  longer  feel  that  institutionaliaation  of  the  nentally 
retarded  relievea  ua  of  all  rasponsibilitiaa  to  hln,  but  that  each 
life  is  a  precious  one  and  that  each  has  aooething  unique  and  valu* 
able  to  contrtbute  to  our  way  of  life. 

As  the  rewat  of  this  feelii«  we  audstain  two  ideaai  (1)  Each 
■aaber  of  society  has  the  privilege  and  right  to  be  developed  to 


16 


hit  tttnoat  thzough  all  physleftl  and  psyehologiotl  nMdif  (2)  All 
jmpUs,  ttBl«M  MTwrtly  handioapiMKl,  stwuld  att«nd  sohool  for  a 
■lalmm  nn>b«r  of  jrtura* 

In  raeponao  to  thoM  Idaas  tha  sehoola  hava  baooma  nora  eaaplax 
and  tlM  eoimaalor*0  rola  haa  coma  to  plaj  an  iaportaat  part.  Tha 
eoanaalor  haa,  aa  ona  of  hla  reaponaibllitiaa,  tha  ^b  of  aidii« 
aaeh  and  vnry  atudant  in  hia  achool  la  battar  adjuatoMmt  to  hla 
anTiroiwant.  If  tha  praoadlng  la  aocaptad  than  thia  lattar  atata* 
■ant  suat  Inoluda  tha  m«itally  ratardad*^^ 


Tha  Slanttotarsr  Counaalor 

In  ordar  to  battar  undaretand  thaaa  ra^ponaibllitlaa  it  aoana  da- 
airabla  to  look  at  than  froM,  firat,  tha  alaaantaiy  eoimaalor*a  peaitim 
and  aaeondly,  tha  aaeradary  counaalor*  a  poaitlon. 

Within  tha  alanmtaiy  oounaalorU  roaponaibilitiaa  to  tha  rotardad 
thara  appaar  to  ba  t«o  major  araaai  (t)  idantifioation  and  (2)  aehool 
plaflaaant. 

It  ia  roaaonabla  to  aaaiaia  that  tha  lattar  ia  not  at  all  poaaibLa 
without  tha  foiwar. 

A  rao«at  oomittaa  raport  of  tha  Amorioan  School  Counaalor 
Aaaoeiation  idantifiaa  tha  followins  uniqua  aapoet  of  alanantasj 
aohool  guidanoai  aarly  idantifioation  of  apaeial  naadat  ofaild 
•tudy}  oloaa  ralationahip  with  paranta  and  honat  and  nora  anphaaia 
on  paraonalitjr  daraloisimt*'? 

Andaraoa  in  hia  raport  atataa,  "Tho  aarty  idantifioation  of  child- 
ran  with  problama  and  Kaklng  an  attanpt  to  moat  tha  naoda  of  aooh  child, 
ran  ahould  ba  ona  of,  if  not  tha  ehiaf ,  function  of  guidaaoa  in  tha 


^^nald  A.  DaTia,  •Counaaling  tha  Maotally  Rataxdad,*  Vocational 
Quidanoa  Quartarlv.  Spring,  1957. 

^^* Raport  of  tha  Conmittaa  on  Quidanoa  in  tha  Slanantar/  Sohoola," 
ABgJglB  gebool  Counaalor*  a  Aaaoeiation.  Waahington,  D.  C,  March, 
1959. 
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•l«a«ntax7  sohools.*^ 

A  owasiderable  amount  of  th«  tUmumAMj  ooansalorts  tin*  !•  nB9d 

in  -Uistlng  for  soreening  for  spocial  odaoatlon  olusos  ai^  in  parent 

21 
oonferenooa  ragarding  atudent  aaaigwiMat  to  a  spooial  class*        It  is 

also  noossssrjr  to  oarzy  oat  this  tsating  to  n««t  ths  stats  rsqairsnanta 

whioh  stipttlsts  that  saoh  child  mnst  bs  tsstsd  a  minimoa  of  ones  vnrj 

thrss  ysars. 

In  ths  Wichita  Public  Schools  the  elementary  counselors  gite  only 
Individual  tests,  Oroup  tests  are  adnlnistered  hy  the  elassroora  teacher 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Departaent  of  Research.  The  counselors, 
howevert  assist  in  the  interpretation  of  group  test  scores.  No  p^rchoH* 
etrists  or  school  pqjrohologists  are  presmtly  available,  hence,  the  coun- 
selor operetes  in  these  areas. 

To  qualify  as  an  tiLeneotary  counselor  a  person  needs  teaching  ex» 
perienoe,  a  Master*  s  Degree,  gra(ibute  courses  in  Slanentary  School 
auidance.  Techniques  of  Counseling,  Individual  Testii«,  Child  Payohology, 
Oxganisation  and  Administration  of  auidance,  and  Counseling  Practicw.^ 

Proa  what  has  been  said  earlier  by  authorities  in  the  field,  it 
does  not  seen  that  the  school  counselor  tmdned  as  a  counselor  is  suf* 
ficiently  prepared  to  make  a  proper  and  adequate  diagnosis  of  atypical 
individuals. 


^Uurence  Anderson,  "A  Study  of  the  Duties  Perfoxned  by  saMentaxy 
Counselors,"  June  9,  1958,  p.  6, 

^^M^ .  p.  2J^. 

^Laurence  Anderson,  "Ouldance  in  the  Hementary  Schools  of  Wichita. 
Kansas,"  Septamber  23,  1961,  (Mlaeographed). 
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It  1«  tb«  writ«r*s  contention  that  if  tlM  Wiehita  Puttlie  Sehoolt 
wlah  to  ratain  thair  oounsalora  and  aak  tb«i  to  parfom  in  thla  idual« 
role'  vith  Bueh  a  vide  aoopa  of  raaponaibilitiaat  thay  ara  going  to  ba 
foread  to  raquira  tha  alaMntazy  eounaalora  to  obtain  tha  additlraal 
adaoational  eouraanork  vhioh  vill  prapara  thw  with  tha  akilla  of  a 
aohool  pajrehologist.       ^ 

A  achool  payvhologiat  auat  have  ganaral  eoMpatancias  in  apacial 
aduoation*  30  houra  in  ganaral  and  ^pacific  background  araaa  of  pqrehol* 
ogy,  15  houra  in  evaluation  tachniquea,  prinarily  individual,  and  13 
houra  of  achool  adjuataant. 

The  sohool  p8yohol<^iat*a  raquimeota  differ  fron  thoae  of  a  oomw 
aaler'a  in  three  major  wigrai  (1)  The  achool  pqrohologiat  ia  aaqwaed  to 
a  wider  range  of  payohologioal  theory,  covering  all  a^paota  of  pajrahologyt 
(2)  The  aohool  oounaelor  ia  not  required  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  field 
of  apacial  education  (which  ineludea  retarded)  i  and  (3)  Tha  aohool  pqr. 
chologiat  haa  a  aora  Intanaifiad  and  quantitatively  broader  baol«round  Ia 
apeoific  araaa  of  individual  aaaeamant  and  adjuatoaot.^^ 

Therefore  in  the  area  of  idaaiifieation  it  ia  auggaatad  and  atzpngly 
reaanended  that,  in  order  to  do  the  Job,  the  eloMntary  oounaelor  neet 
the  educational  requimenta  of  both  the  oounaelor  and  aohool  paychologiat. 

Thla  bring*  ua  to  tha  aeoond  area  of  the  counselor* a  raaponaibilitj, 
plae«B«at«  Aa  far  aa  plaoaRwut  ia  oonoemed  the  elaaantary  eounaalor'a 
only  Intareet  ia  in  tha  area  of  aohool  placement. 

If  a  good  job  of  idantifieation  haa  been  done,  the  reaponaibility  of 


23p«i  Ackaraan,  "The  School  Paychologiat  and  the  Counselor!  Who*  a 
What,  and  Whyl«  guide  Post,  February,  1963, 
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t   J    "     -■    '-:■■'-  '    -< 

'.  h:      »'^,.,-.  h  •>  ■'■ 

pl«o«n«iit  it  oaoh  !•••  diffloult.  Tb«  major  pxoblMis  will  b*  looating  « 

▼MttMry  in  tkm  speoial  roon,  ooonMlinK  with  tb«  partntt  and  ehildt  aitd 

int«rpr»ting  th«  infonutioa  to  th«  apoeial  toaehar*  Aa  raquirad  )ay  atata 

law,  to  r«Kain  in  tba  ^woial  daaa  ttM  atudant'a  abilitiaa  auat  ba  aa* 

aaaaad  avargr  thraa  jmarn  and  thia  la  tha  raapoaaibility  of  tha  ooonaalor* 

Tha  Sacmulary  Counaaler 

Patara  diffarantiataa  batwaan  tha  ^wantaiy  and  aaeoxidary  eoonaalora 

in  tha  following  wajri 

Ottidanoa  in  tha  alanaatary  aohool  ahoald  aaaiat  tha  impil  to 
davelop  a  haimonioaa  and  intagratad  paraoniaity  oora  through  cara* 
f^ly  plannad  aohool  axpari«rioaa.  Tha  aaoondary  aohool  aaaiata 
adolaaeanta  to  axtand  thanaalvaa  to  tha  optimM  in  all  tha  varioua 
aapaota  of  adolaaoant  and  adult  living*  aaoh  aa  aduoational  planninct 
oaraar  ohoioa,  paraonal  ralationahipa,  and  living  with  ona*a  aalf.^ 

Aftar  tha  ratardad  atadant  haa  apmt  hia  yaara  in  grada  aohool  ha 
novaa  with  hia  aga  group  on  to  tha  aaoondary  aohool*  If  ha  goaa  to  a 
junior  high  aohool  it  baoomaa  tha  eounaalorfa  raaponaibility  that  tha 
ratardata  ia  proparlj  plaoad  in  tha  apaoial  roon  and  givan  a  aohool 
progran  whioh  will  aoit  hin  baat.  thia  utj  raquira  plaoii«  tha  ratardata 
into  regular  olaaaaa  aooh  aa  pfajraioal  aduoation*  art*  nuaio*  honaaakii^* 
induatrial  arU,  or  otbar  araaa  whioh  would  ba  in  lina  with  hia  abUitiaa 
and  intaraata*  Thia  plaoanant  would  alao  ineluda  any  "axtnu-ounrleular* 
aotivitiaa  which  night  ba  advantagaoua  for  tha  atudant. 

At  tha  aaeondary  laval  it  will  alao  ba  naoaaaazy  to  oonduot  thia 
avanr  third  yaar  avaluation  to  aaaaaa  tha  atudaotta  abilitiaa  and 


Zk 
Hanan  J.  Patara,  *Diffarantial  ?actora  batman  Slttsantary  and 

Saeondary  School  Counaaling,*  ^^  School  Counaalor.  Octobar,  1939,  7i3* 
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aoM«v«m«nts  to  m««t  •t«t«  raqainrnwits* 

A«  the  m«it«ll]r  ratardad  atodanta  m>^ra  into  tha  final  jaara  at  Hi* 
aaeendavy  Xaral  it  baocnaa  aonaona'a  raapaiudbllity  to  aaaiat  thaaa  ra* 
tardad  atadanta  in  obtaining  work  aoqpariwnKM.  It  ia  not  a^qpaotad  that 
aU  of  tbia  wold  fall  oa  tha  tixmldara  of  tha  oottaaalor*  but  i^  alaa 
haa  had  training  la  ooeapationaf  It  nould  ba  aaaomad  that  at  tha  IV 
laval  (amlor  high)  tha  apaoial  elaaa  taaohar  wrald  alao  work  ia  thia 
araa  of  oooupational  plaeaaant* 

It  nottld  aaan  aa  if  thara  idwold  ba  aa  anoh  wphaaia  plaead  on  oeeu* 
patienal  plaoastant  at  tha  aacondary  laval  aa  thara  vaa  oa  idaatificatloa 
at  tha  alanaatary  laY«l« 

Idaallr  thara  would  ba  eontianoaa  fbUov-up  oa  thaaa  ratardad  atudmita 
oaoa  thfjr  laava  tha  poblio  aohool  and  antar  tha  fttll-tljaa  iiorkix«  forea* 
Tha  oounaalor  with  hia  ooBomnitx  otmtaota  and  loioidad^a  ahovad  aaaoM  aa 
meh  raapoaaibility  for  knowing  whara  potaatial  ^ba  ara  for  tha  ratardad 
atadaata  aa  ha  ahoold  for  tha  "noxnal"  atudaata  ia  hia  aohool.  f hia  ia 
baaia  if  ha  aooapta  tha  pnniaa  praaaatad  aarliar  r«eax^lii«  a<hieatioa  fbr 
all  atadanta, 

Baaidaa  thaaa  apaoial  raapoaaibiUtiaa  of  idantifioation,  aohool 
plaewant,  and  ooeapatlonal  jUmetmmA,  tha  eotmaalor  alao  haa  hia  ragular 
ra^»naibilitlaa  to  thaaa  ratardad  atudanta,  Juat  tha  aana  aa  any  othar 
atadant,  tha  ratardad  hava  aooialg  amtioaal,  and  aoademio  problaMa  whioh 
Nuat  ba  daalt  with*  Tha  eoaaaal9r«  to  naat  thaaa  raapoaaibUltiaa,  »tat 
madarataad  tha  natnra  of  tha  ratardad  in  ordar  to  db  a  aatiafaetory  aad 
auooaaafUl  Job*  '  -    ''•>^'^-:     .^-^  *  - 
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SmUIOr  AKD  RiaOMKffilDATIOHS 

Th«  UiehitA  Publle  Sehoolt  ar*,  «t  th«  pr«s«it  ti««,  off  wring  an 
«oo«ptabI«  program  for  tha  nantally  ratardad  atudanta. 

Bowarar*  dua  to  tha  growing  aooaptanea  and  ineraaaad  naad  for  aaoh 
a  progran,  it  mpp—r9d  iaparatlTa  that  aosa  ohangaa  ba  oonaidarad  to 
upgrada  and  forthar  davalop  thia  pregra«« 

Aoeording  to  authoritiaa  vorkiag  with  ratardad  atudanta  <ma  of  tha 
ba^o  naada  for  a  good  progran  for  ratardad  atudanta  ia  aaffieimt  in« 
foraatlon  whieh  will  proTida  propar  diagaoaia  and  Idantifioatloa  and 
plaoaMnt,  Tha  major  itaiia  for  diagnoaia  ahould  inoludat  (1)  a  thorough 
phyaioal  axanination}  (2)  a  naaaura  of  intalllgancat  (3)  a  maaaura  of 
aduoational  prograaai  (4)  an  analyaia  of  aocial  oharaotariatiaat  and 
(3)  «n  analyaia  of  actional  atability. 

At  tha  ti»a  of  thia  writing  tha  program  in  Wiohita  waa  making  an 
affort  to  raaeh  into  a  majority  of  thaaa  araaa.  It  waa  found  that  in 
moat  eaaaa,  howavar,  only  a  maaaura  of  intalligenoa  and  aduoational 
prograaa  warm  ravaalad. 

Thia  apparant  waaknaaa  laada  ua  to  aoothar  point  of  ooneam.  In 
Wiohita  tha  aohool  eounaalor  waa  airicad  to  play  tha  dual  rola  of  eounaaler 
and  aohool  payehologiat.  Tha  main  problam  axtanding  from  thia  aituation 
waa  tha  faet  that  tha  training  and  akilla  naadad  wai«  not  alwaya  arailabla 
to  tha  Individual  eounaalor.  Faw  eounaalora  wara  trainad  in  both  ax«aa. 

To  axtand  tha  work  alraady  baing  dona,  tha  high  aohool  pzogram,  in 
partioular,  wiU  aaad  to  ba  raorgania^l  (Ural  IV),  Tha  faotor  wldoh  wiU 
avantually  dataiviaa  tha  auceaaa  or  failura  of  tha  aotira  progrm  ia  tha 
auooaaa  or  faUura  of  tha  atudanta  in  tha  oaomnity  aftar  thay  hava 
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grftdaat«d« 

Af  this  ooBparlaoa  of  idut  •xldtod  and  idiat  rtwuld  wciit  is  pr*Mmt«df 
it  •••»•  raaMmabI*  to  point  out  that  idum  ooaparod  to  othor  aohool  pro* 
graaa  ia  otfaor  eiti«a«  Wiehita  ia  doing  aa  vail  or  bottor  than  tho  majority 
of  tlMMi*  Thia,  howovort  abaalA  not  obaoura  tho  foot  that  idioa  tho  praa«a(t 
pregraM  ia  c<»parad  vith  a  truly  high  quality  prograait  Wiehita  haa  a  groat 
doal  of  vork  bofbro  its  that  ia,  if  it  waata  a  program  tor  tho  ratardod 
atttdaiata  to  oq:aal  tho  quality  of  ita  ragular  aohool  progrwu 

At  Uiia  point  aovoral  raoowonilationa  upptr  to  bo  In  ordor*  Thoy  aro 
■ado  on  tho  baaia  of  matorial  proaontod  nhioh  portainod  to  what  vaa  la 
offaet  at  tho  tijao  and  what  tho  wthorltloa  eonaidorod  noooaaary  for  a 
auoooaaf^  program* 

Firot,  if  tho  cottnaolor*a  raaponaibilitioe  ara  going  to  ineludo  both 
tho  work  of  a  oouaaolor  aad  a  piyehologiat  thon»  to  do  aa  adoqoato  job* 
tho  individiua  ao  doaignatod  muat  bo  traiaod  and  eompotoat  la  tho  fiolda 
of  both  eouaaoling  tad  achoel  poyehology. 

Sooond,  if  tho  pablie  aohoola  in  Wiohita  aro  going  to  havo  a  progm 
for  mantally  ratardad  studanta  thoy  must  hava  an  adaquato  diagnoatio  pro« 
gram  vhioh  will  provido  propor  idontifieation  of  tho  atypical  atudonta. 

Oneo  thoro  haa  boon  propor  idontifieatioa  of  thoao  atudonta  thon  a 
aatiafaotoxy  «ad  worthidiilo  Job  of  plaoaiMnt  ean  bo  aooompliohod  within 
tho  aohool  program.  . 

Third,  if  tho  ioitial  plaeamont  ia  to  bo  of  any  Taluo  thoa  it  will 
bo  noooaaary  to  ataH  a  apoeial  elaaa  progrm  at  tho  aonior  high  lovol 
(lovol  IV)  la  ordor  that  occupational  preparation  and  job  plaewont  oan 
bo  mado  availablo  to  thoao  rotardod  atudonta.  Thia  ia  la  harmony  with 
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tht  ultlaat*  go«l«  to  aak*  th«  ■•ntally  r«tArd«d  vorifaMhll*  and  iikto- 
pcodtat  oltis«a8  In  ^bt  eowmiiity* 

If  th*  Wleldt*  PtibUo  Soteols  with  to  Inoliulo  In  thoir  total  ourrlevu 
Im  a  pzQcraai  for  tho  odueabla  mentally  ratardad,  lAieh  la  to  aoconpliah 
tha  intandad  goala.  tbay  muat  offer  a  total  progrw  through  all  lavala* 
In  addition  to  thla.  tha  ootmaalora  aetii«  aa  both  coimaelor  and  aoheol 
pqroholcglatt  auat  ba  trained  to  provide  a  profeaainaal  and  oomplate 
diagnoala  of  the  atyploal  atndenta  and  interpret  the  finding  fbr  proper 
apeelal  olaaa  plaoament.  And  finally,  aa  the  retarded  atudant  oos^Letea 
hia  edaoationt  tha  aehool  miat  h^p  hia  take  hla  place  in  aooiety  aa  an 
aaplojad  aelf«»attffiolent  oitiaan* 


y    V-  ...    ^ 
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iinacMusDamsms 

thm  vAUv  ifi«h««  to  «3(pr»M  his  •IzwMr*  appr»oi«tlon  to  Dr»  lU  Uigh 
Bakw  and  Dr.  Harbart  Xaiaar.  graduata  adviaora,  tor  thalr  halp  and  guidaaM 
in  tha  writing  of  tlda  raport*    -^   ' 

Appraeiatloa  ia  alao  ajqnrasaad  to  aj  «ifa,  Sliaa.  whoaa  aaaitaooa  and 
aaoottragaB«at  mada  thia  raport  a  raaUty. 
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1964 


Xht  purpoMt  of  thif  mxkiij  mnt  (1)  To  ovalttato  tbo  MMMnoat  and 
41agaosUe  ptogrm  for  idmitlf^iag  mmxtaiXj  roUrdod  ttadonU  la  WlehiUi 
(2)  To  ovalttftto  tho  pffnt  px9grm  for  pl«c«nmt  of  thoM  rotardiod  tt«u> 
donta  both  in  tho  opodaX  odbaeaUon  of  iho  Mhoel  and  on  tho  Jdbi  (3)  To 
doUiMiao  tho  ooonMlor*!  roaponoibilitioo  in  tho  arooo  of  idoatifloatioa 
and  plaeaunt* 

Can«nt  poXioioa  kkI  praoUooa  of  tho  Wichita  Publie  Sehoola  mn 
dotominod  thxwgh  intorvioira  with  a<tiini«tratora  in  tha  dapartaanta  of 
apa^al  odueation  tad  guidaaoa.    Tha  infbnuitim  raoaivad  waa  amluatad 
bar  aonpai'iViK  it  idtb  piocaduraa  raea«a«adad  bgr  raoogniaad  authoritiaa  and 
^aeialiata  in  tha  fiald  of  itantaX  rataydation  and  apaoiaX  adnoatieiu 
FxM  Uda  oonpariaon  aena  auggaationa  vara  nada  in  an  attanpt  to  impny 
and  upsrada  tha  pzogran  of  Idantifleation  and  placasant  of  tho  aantaUj 
ratardad  atudaat.    In  ordar  to  la^loMnt  thaaa  aag(*«tiOi»  raoomaandatioaa 
oonoamiog  tha  raaponaibiUtiaa  of  tho  aehooX  oouaaalor  to  tha  ^)aeial 
adttoatiem  pvogran  hava  baan  Mda* 

Tha  flndinga  of  tha  atady  indieatad  that,  la  Wlehita,  parUoalax^  at 
tha  ^UnantaxT  lavaX,  tha  oounaalor  did  tha  aerk  of  paopU  that  ahoold  ba 
prafaaaioaaUy  trainad  aa  both  oooaaalor  and  aohooX  pagrshologiat.    It  aaa 
aaggaatad  that  if  thia  wan  to  bo  tha  aituatioa,  tha  ootmaaior  ahoald  hava 
conpatanoiaa  in  both  fUXda  to  do  aa  adaqoata  jab* 

It  aaa  ftirUiar  diaeoiwrad.  that  on  tha  baaia  of  ahat  ia  rmr-tntttd 
by  aathorltiaa  ia  tha  fiald,  tha  progran  of  idaatifieatioa  aaadad  oonaid. 
ofabla  atnogthaning*    Th«.i>  ia  ganaral  agraanant  that  prapar  idantifiaa* 
tioa  ia  poaaibia  bgr  tha  iaolualon  of  tho  foUoidiv  itasas    (1)  a  thezwigh 
pharaiaal  axaaiaatioat  (2)  a  naaaura  of  intailigaaeai  <3)  a  aaaaiiiv  of 


•daeationtl  prosnss}  (k)  ta  analysis  of  social  oharaetoristiosi  and  (5)  sa 
analysis  of  sBotional  stability.  This  procsss  of  idsntifioation  and  diag- 
nosis eottld  rosolt  only  aftor  psoplo  with  tho  naeossazy  skills  wsrs  avail* 
able. 

Finally*  in  ordsr  to  havs  aa  adoquato  progran  of  school  and  oooupational 
plaswsnt  two  things  vsre  naodid.  First,  sn  adaoational  progran  at  tha 
ssnier  high  school  level  imist  be  developed  to  provide  faeilitiea  up  to  the 
aeeessax7  age.  Secondly,  the  counselor  vith  his  oooupational  infoxnation 
Must  be  in  a  position  to  help  place  these  retarded  students  in  jobs  the 
saae  as  any  of  the  ao-oalled  "noraal*  students.  This  can  result  only  if 
the  counselor  haa  a  ke«at  understanding  of  the  aentally  retarded  students 
and  an  airareness  of  areas  in  lAioh  they  night  have  naxlffum  anployability. 


